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With chilling months right around the corner, you might be concerned about a number of 

things: driving conditions, keeping your home heated, shoveling the driveway. For people who 

work outside, winter weather can pose a range of risks, from hypothermia to slipping on ice. 

However, if atmospheric hazards are a risk at your worksite, the way your life-saving gas 

detection equipment might react to the less-than-ideal conditions should be at the top of that 

list. 

By following some simple tips, you can worry less about your portable gas monitor's 

performance and trust that you can depend on it to prevent exposure to toxic or combustible 

gases. 

Temperature Thresholds 

One of the obvious factors to consider is the minimum temperature your gas monitor can 

tolerate. While some instruments are rated as low as minus 40 degrees Celsius or minus 40 

degrees Fahrenheit, the low temperature rating for continuous operation of most portable gas 

monitors is minus 20 C or minus 4 F. Even so, most instruments may be used at lower 

temperatures for short periods. 

Regardless of the rating, you should try to limit exposure to extreme temperatures as much as 

possible. Consult your gas monitor's specification sheet to find its suggested temperature 

range. 

Gas Reading Accuracy 

You depend on accuracy from your gas monitor to respond appropriately to atmospheric 

changes. In the presence of toxic or combustible gases, an accurate reading from your gas 








